Children’s Literature Group: The Disney Princesses
	
LESSON

PLAN
	DATE: March 14th, 2011
	

	
	TIME: Morning
	CLASS (Grade or Cycle): Grade 4 

	
	DURATION:  75 minutes 
	SCHOOL: Stardust Academy

	
	
	

	
OBJECTIVES
	· Expand creativity by creating a personalized version of the story.

· Improve written skills by writing about their alternate version of what lies behind the wardrobe.
· Improve oral skills by sharing their alternate story to their classmates.

	MELS
COMPETENCIES
	· Use creativity.
· Write self-expressive, narrative and information based texts.

· Use language to communicate and learn.


	TEXT(s): The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis


	
TIME
	LESSON

	  10
  50

	Introduction
Prior to reading the book The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis, students will be asked questions about modern fantasy books and films.
For example,

· Has anyone ever read a fantasy book or story? 
· Has anyone ever seen a movie that takes place in an imaginary world?
· Does anyone believe in magical worlds?
· What do you think lies in the wardrobe?
This will allow students to actively and verbally communicate their perspectives on the fantasy theme and genre of the book. It will also permit students to predict what the story will be about based on its title and front page illustration.
Development

After having read the book, the teacher will assign students to create a personalized version of the story; keeping the same characters but changing what lies in the wardrobe. 
In order to incite students’ imagination, the teacher will provide leading questions, such as:

· What lies in the wardrobe?

· Who lives in this world? 

· Will you add new characters to the story? (Are they good/evil?)

· What are the ways of life/traditions in this world?
Using their imagination and the leading questions, students will be assigned to create their own personal story of what lies in the wardrobe.




	
TIME
	ACTIVITY

	  15

	Closure/Transition
Once students have finished writing their alternate stories, they will be asked to review and edit their written work (spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc). Resources such as dictionaries will be provided.
What’s next? (Development/Extension) 
The following day, the students will share their alternate story with their classmates. The class will then orally make links (find similarities and differences) between their own stories and the actual book. 
Following this lesson, students will be shown the Walt Disney movie of The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. From this, the teacher will expand with a lesson in which students will have to compare the book to the movie.
This activity may lead to a unit fantasies, including reading other fantasy stories such as the Harry Potter series. 


Reflection:

Our purpose for creating this lesson plan is to give students the opportunity to use their imaginations in order to reinvent a story. This is a lesson to teach students that writing is the base of everything. Each student will create a different story, showing students that stories vary all the time based on what is written. 

Chapter six in the textbook mentions C. S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe as a great animal fantasy novel. It demonstrates a significant aspect of how enchanted journeys tend to begin in the real world. Since students use their imaginations while expressing themselves freely, this lesson plan is a great way for students to use their imaginations by creating their alternate version of the story. 

As a group, most of us read this book and watched the movie and enjoyed both. We discussed that as elementary school students, we enjoyed making up stories during free-play and writing activities.

In order to attain the first competency (use creativity), we will have each student think deeply about an alternate storyline. Given the fact that this is a difficult task, we will provide guiding questions to help students decide who and what will be in the wardrobe. This is followed by the second competency (write self-expressive, narrative and information based texts), where students will write their alternate story. This leads to the third competency (use language to communicate and learn) where they will present their story to their classmates and create links between the real story and their own. 
