Children’s Literature Group: Disney Princesses
	
LESSON

PLAN
	DATE: March 29th 2011
	

	
	TIME: Morning
	CLASS (Grade or Cycle):  Grade 6

	
	DURATION: 1 hour 30 minutes
	SCHOOL: Stardust Academy

	
	
	

	
OBJECTIVES
	· Have students explore and reflect on the different cultures presented in a classroom. 
· Have students decide on a topic and storyline for the creation of their own classroom book. 

	MELS
COMPETENCIES
	· To use his/her creativity. 
· To work with others.
· To use personal ideas inspired by the stimulus for creation. 


	TEXT(s): In The Beginning retold by Steve Turner


	
TIME
	LESSON

	   10
  15
  10
  45

	Introduction
Before the reading of the book, The Lonely Inukshuk, the teacher will begin a discussion on the different backgrounds presented in a multicultural classroom. Students will orally share their different cultures to the class. Questions such as “What are some of your traditions” and “What is one aspect that makes your culture unique from the rest?” will be asked in order to stimulate the students’ responses. 
Development
The book is read to the students. Students will be asked to point out differences that they noticed in this book compared to other books that they are used to reading.
Teacher further elaborates by giving students a short background on the Native American culture. For example, one of the topics that will be introduced is the Native American Residential Schools.  

Students will then have a chance as a class to begin brainstorming the topic they would like to use for their classroom book. Once several ideas are up on the blackboard, students will vote on the idea they think is best. From this, students will begin brainstorming and working together as a class to create a story line for their book. 




	
TIME
	ACTIVITY

	  10

	Closure/Transition
Once students have come up with the storyline and topic, they will individually make a list of ideas they would like to see in the classroom book. For example, colours, illustrations, format, size, font, type of paper, etc.  
What’s next? (Development/Extension) 
Throughout the next two weeks, students will put together all their ideas and come up with the final product of their book. From this, students will begin to create their book by colouring and drawing their illustrations, writing the story and printing and binding the book. 

Once the book is completed, the students will donate the book to their school library.    




Lesson Plan 1
Reflection:

Our purpose for designing this lesson plan was to provide an engaging activity for the students. The textbook brings up the three categories of multicultural books. The Lonely Inukshuk falls under the “culturally specific books” category, which means that it “incorporates details that help define the characters as members of a particular cultural group”. In the Lonely Inukshuk, the authors provided many details and characteristics that truly helped readers understand more about the Native American culture. These details include names, animals, places and words that are specific to this culture thus giving readers insight on a culture that they might not know much about.  

In our lesson plan, we incorporated another idea from the textbook which recommends making students aware of how Native Americans lived in the past and portraying them as real people. To further give students’ information, we brought up the topic of Indian Residential schools. We wanted the students to understand the severity and complexity of what the Native Americans had to go through and the repercussions they had to face due to this. Speaking from personal experience, as university students, no one had ever discussed this topic with us until we took the “First Nations and Inuit Education” course which gave us more insight on this specific topic.   

To achieve the first and second competency, we had a class discussion where students creatively expressed their ideas as a class. In order to achieve the third competency, the students shared their ideas both orally and in writing.

Overall, this activity is a collaborative group assignment. Throughout the whole process, the students worked together as a class in order to give them a different approach to group work. 
